FAREWELL QUAY

Director: Brigitte Krause
Genre: documentary
Duration: 80 / 58 / 52 mins.
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Synopsis

Tales of departures and partings intersect at Steubenhd6ft quay - the forgotten port of European emigration.

The quay is almost not of this earth, a final terminus and a starting point for the transit voyages to the United States and
Canada. The film-maker traverses this place of countless farewells in images full of longing.

Situated on the German North Sea coast, it is the only still-operating, former emigration harbour in the world. Tales told by
the people there, travellers after the turn of the century, and emigrants during the war awaken the place to new life.
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German-Texan Heritage Society
January 16, 2011

Austin, USA

Hamburg
May 18, 2011
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International Ethnografic Film Festival, Germany
May 13, 2012, Paulinerkirche
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Download poster here.

Excerpt from Director’s Statement:

Film work as artist in residence at Steubenhoft in Cuxhaven

In 2008, I move into the vacant building that formerly housed the Cuxhaven harbour police, looking out onto the
Steubenhoft, the Hapag-Hall and the America Port. For several months, this brick building, located within the duty-free trade
zone, will be the point of departure for my filmic observations.

The 'HoOft', the headland, is cut off by a lock. Tourists occasionally lose their way and find themselves in front of the building
complex. A group of pensioners insistently regrets the existence of a fence blocking off the headlands and gridding the sea-

view.

The ships’ handlers operate here around the clock, the sailing club has a celebration now and then, when the weather is nice
a few fishermen congregate and the occasional truck rolls through to unload cargo at the America Port. Not too long ago, a
small section of the old ensemble was partitioned off and now houses a modern company. Its sigh dominates the customs
house and makes it hard for the camera to ignore. At night it is quiet, save for the lapping of water against the harbour’s
edge, the ringing sounds made by the rocking sailboat masts, the distant sound of a ship’s horn. (...)

Grafic design www.12h15-thedesigners.de.
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